
Conscience is that internal part of us that informs our oughts 
and ought nots. 

When you violate it, you feel guilty. 

Insight:   
In a relationship of shared conscience, you don't have to have 
many rules/laws. 

Nations share a collective conscience as well. 

A conscience has to be informed.  

For God does not show favoritism. When the Gentiles sin, they will be 
destroyed, even though they never had God’s written law. And the 
Jews, who do have God’s law, will be judged by that law when they fail 
to obey it.  For merely listening to the law doesn’t make us right with 
God. It is obeying the law that makes us right in his sight.   
Romans 2:11-13 NLT 

Even Gentiles, who do not have God’s written law, show that they know 
his law when they instinctively obey it, even without having heard it.  
They demonstrate that God’s law is written in their hearts, for their own 
conscience and thoughts either accuse them or tell them they are 
doing right.  Romans 2:14-15 NLT 

And this is the message I proclaim—that the day is coming when God, 
through Christ Jesus, will judge everyone’s secret life.   
Romans 2:16 NLT 

How was our national conscience informed? 

It was shaped by a sense of personal accountability to God - 
the creator. 

The Declaration of Independence 
We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created 
equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness. 

The Gettysburg Address  
...that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died 
in vain - that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of 
freedom...by Abraham Lincoln 

Accountability to God and God talk has fallen out of favor. 

In those days Israel had no king; all the people did whatever seemed 
right in their own eyes.  Judges 21:25 NLT  

Law will continue to replace conscience 

In God we trust vs. In 'we' we trust 

It's grateful & accountable vs. ungrateful & unaccountable 
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