
The church has done a terrible job  
communicating the foundation of our faith. 

"Against all odds, by the third century, Christianity had 
become a force to be reckoned with.  We still do not really 
understand how this came about."  Karen Armstrong 

I passed on to you what was most important. Christ died for our sins; 
he was buried, and he was raised from the dead on the third day, just 
as the Scriptures said.  He was seen... 1 Cor. 15:3-5 NLT 

The first church council - our future hung in the balance. 

Some men from Judea arrived and began to teach the believers: 
“Unless you are circumcised as required by the law of Moses, you 
cannot be saved.”   Acts 15:1 NLT 

Paul and Barnabas disagreed with them, arguing vehemently. Finally, 
the church decided to send Paul and Barnabas to Jerusalem, 
accompanied by some local believers, to talk to the apostles and 
elders about this question.   Acts 15:2 NLT 

When they arrived in Jerusalem, Barnabas and Paul were welcomed by 
the whole church, including the apostles and elders. They reported 
everything God had done through them.   Acts 15:4 NLT 

But then some of the believers who belonged to the sect of the 
Pharisees stood up and insisted, “The Gentile converts must be 
circumcised and required to follow the law of Moses.”   Acts 15:5 NLT

At the meeting, after a long discussion, Peter stood and addressed 
them as follows: “Brothers, you all know that God chose me from 
among you some time ago to preach to the Gentiles so that they could 
hear the Good News and believe.   Acts 15:7 NLT 

So why are you now challenging God by burdening the Gentile 
believers with a yoke that neither we nor our ancestors were able to 
bear?  We believe that we are all saved the same way, by the 
undeserved grace of the Lord Jesus.”  Acts 15:10-11 NLT 

So my judgment is that we should not make it difficult for the Gentiles 
who are turning to God. Instead, we should write and tell them...   
Acts 15:19-20a NLT 

We understand that some men from here have troubled you and upset 
you with their teaching, but we did not send them!   Acts 15:24 NLT 

For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to lay no greater burden 
on you than these few requirements:  You must abstain from eating 
food offered to idols, from consuming blood or the meat of strangled 
animals, and from sexual immorality. If you do this, you will do well. 
Farewell.   Acts 28-29 NLT 

The messengers went at once to Antioch, where they called a general 
meeting of the believers and delivered the letter.  And there was great 
joy throughout the church that day as they read this encouraging 
message.   Acts 15: 30-31 NLT 
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