
Discipline should come from a place of relationship 
not a place of obligation. 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener.  John 15:1 
NLT 

He cuts off every branch of mine that doesn’t produce fruit, and 
he prunes the branches that do bear fruit so they will produce 
even more. You have already been pruned for greater fruitfulness 
by the message I have given you.  John 15:2-3 NLT 

Remain in me, and I will remain in you. For a branch cannot 
produce fruit if it is severed from the vine, and you cannot be 
fruitful unless you remain in me.  John 15:4 NLT 

“Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in 
me, and I in them, will produce much fruit. For apart from me you 
can do nothing.  John 15:5 NLT 

Anyone who does not remain in me is thrown away like a useless 
branch and withers. Such branches are gathered into a pile to be 
burned. John 15:6 NLT 

But if you stay joined to me and my words remain in you, you 
may ask for anything you want, and it will be granted!  John 15:7 
NLT 
  
When you produce much fruit, you are my true disciples. This 
brings great glory to my Father.  John 15:8 NLT 

Jesus doesn't say try harder - He says come closer.

Try harder faith is about me -  
come closer faith is about God 

Why am I doing the things I'm doing? 

1. What is motivating me? 

2. Who am I obeying? 

3. What am I producing? 

Specific traps: 

- approval  (God's kid) 

- addictions 

Surrender isn't about giving up, it's about giving in. 

I admit that I am not God and I am powerless  
to control my tendency to do that wrong thing  

and my life is unmanageable. 

Confess to God for forgiveness 
Confess to one another for healing. 

- achievement 

It's not about trying harder, its about coming closer. 
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