
Tax collectors and other notorious sinners often came to listen 
to Jesus teach.  Luke 15:1  NLT 

This made the Pharisees and teachers of religious law complain 
that he was associating with such sinful people—even eating 
with them!  Luke 15:2 NLT 

A parable = simply something that's untrue, 
that illustrates something that is true. 

“If a man has a hundred sheep and one of them gets lost, what 
will he do? Won’t he leave the ninety-nine others in the 
wilderness and go to search for the one that is lost until he finds 
it?   
Luke 15:4 NLT 

“When he finally came to his senses, he said to himself, ‘At 
home even the hired servants have food enough to spare, and 
here I am dying of hunger!  I will go home to my father and say, 
“Father, I have sinned against both heaven and you, and I am no 
longer worthy of being called your son. Please take me on as a 
hired servant.”’ “So he returned home to his father. And while he 
was still a long way off, his father saw him coming. Filled with 
love and compassion, he ran to his son, embraced him, and 
kissed him.  Luke 15:17-20 NLT 

His son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against both heaven 
and you, and I am no longer worthy of being called your son.’ 
“But his father said to the servants, ‘Quick! Bring the finest robe 
in the house and put it on him. Get a ring for his finger and 
sandals for his feet. And kill the calf we have been fattening. We 
must celebrate with a feast,  Luke 15:21-23 NLT

“The older brother was angry and wouldn’t go in. His father came 
out and begged him.  Luke 15:28 NLT 

How does God view sinners? 

But he replied, ‘All these years I’ve slaved for you and never 
once refused to do a single thing you told me to. And in all that 
time you never gave me even one young goat for a feast with my 
friends.  Yet when this son of yours comes back after 
squandering your money on prostitutes, you celebrate by killing 
the fattened calf!’ Luke 15:29-30 NLT 

‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and 
everything I have is yours.'  Luke 15:31 NIV 

'We had to celebrate this happy day. For your brother was dead 
and has come back to life! He was lost, but now he is found!’  
Luke 15:32 NLT 

It's not about performance, it's all about proximity. 

God could not love you more and there's nothing you will 
do or could do that will cause Him to love you less. 

Sin will always break our hearts. 
Repentance will always stir our hearts. 
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