
1.  Looking for love 
Now Laban had two daughters. The older daughter was named Leah, and 
the younger one was Rachel. There was no sparkle in Leah’s eyes, but 
Rachel had a beautiful figure and a lovely face. Since Jacob was in love 
with Rachel, he told her father, “I’ll work for you for seven years if you’ll 
give me Rachel, your younger daughter, as my wife.”  Gen. 29:16-18 NLT

For husbands, this means love your wives, just as Christ loved the church. 
He gave up his life for her.  Eph. 5:25 NLT

So Jacob worked seven years to pay for Rachel. But his love for her was 
so strong that it seemed to him but a few days. Finally, the time came for 
him to marry her. “I have fulfilled my agreement,” Jacob said to Laban. 
“Now give me my wife so I can sleep with her.”  Gen. 29:20-21 NLT

So Laban invited everyone in the neighborhood and prepared a wedding 
feast. That night, when it was dark, Laban took Leah to Jacob, and he 
slept with her.  Gen. 29:22-23 NLT

When Jacob woke up in the morning—it was Leah! “What have you done 
to me?” Jacob raged at Laban. “I worked seven years for Rachel! Why 
have you tricked me?”Gen. 29:25 NLT

2. You complete me...kind of
Then the Lord God made a woman from the rib, and he brought her to the 
man.  “At last!” the man exclaimed. “This one is bone from my bone,
and flesh from my flesh! She will be called ‘woman,’ because she was 
taken from ‘man.’” This explains why a man leaves his father and mother 
and is joined to his wife, and the two are united into one.
Gen. 2:22-24 NLT
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I am using an example from everyday life because of your human 
limitations. Just as you used to offer yourselves as slaves to impurity and 
to ever-increasing wickedness, so now offer yourselves as slaves to 
righteousness leading to holiness.  Romans 6:19 NIV

3. Real love
When the Lord saw that Leah was unloved, he enabled her to have 
children, but Rachel could not conceive. So Leah became pregnant and 
gave birth to a son. She named him Reuben, for she said, “The Lord has 
noticed my misery, and now my husband will love me.” She soon became 
pregnant again and gave birth to another son. She named him Simeon, 
for she said, “The Lord heard that I was unloved and has given me 
another son.” Then she became pregnant a third time and gave birth to 
another son. She named him Levi, for she said, “Surely this time my 
husband will feel affection for me, since I have given him three sons!”  
Gen. 29:31-34 NLT

Once again Leah became pregnant and gave birth to another son. She 
named him Judah, for she said, “Now I will praise the Lord!” And then she 
stopped having children.   Gen. 29:35 NLT

Abraham was the father of Isaac.  Isaac was the father of Jacob.  Jacob 
was the father of Judah and his brothers.  Matt. 1:2 NLT

Dear friends, let us continue to love one another, for love comes from 
God. Anyone who loves is a child of God and knows God. Anyone who 
does not love does not know God, for God is love. God showed how 
much he loved us by sending his one and only Son into the world so that 
we might have eternal life through him. This is real love—not that we 
loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to take 
away our sins.  1 John 4:7-10 NLT

We know how much God loves us, and we have put our trust in his love.
God is love, and all who live in love live in God, and God lives in them. 
Such love has no fear, because perfect love expels all fear. 
1 John 4:16, 18a  NLT

Sept. 22, 2013

DIVORCE CARE GROUP at Ringgold Church of Christ starting on 
Wednesday, September 25 at 7 PM   contact Paul Sullivan 301-707-3577

TABITHA’S TABLE FUNDRAISER  see bulletin board

BODY & SOUL/FELLOWSHIP FITNESS:  Tues. & Thurs. @ 6pm

XP3 STUDENT MINISTRY @ 7-8:30pm each Wed! (middle/high students)

Teachers: for
1st - 5th grade
Leaders: for 
student/youth


