
1.  What is the issue?  Idolatry
I am the Lord your God, who rescued you from the land of Egypt, the
place of your slavery. You must not have any other god but me.  
Ex. 20:2-3 NLT

The people made a calf at Mount Sinai they bowed before an image made 
of gold. They traded their glorious God for a statue of a grass-eating bull.  
Ps. 106:19-20 NLT

2. What is most important?  Love God
Jesus replied, “The most important commandment is this: ‘Listen, O 
Israel! The Lord our God is the one and only Lord.  And you must love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, all your mind, and all your 
strength.’  The second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.‘   Mark 12:29-31 NLT

3. Where is the battleground?  Your heart
Guard your heart above all else,for it determines the course of your life.  
Prov. 4:23 NLT

As a face is reflected in water, so the heart reflects the real person.
Prov. 27:19 NLT

These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me.   
But the words you speak come from the heart—that’s what defiles you.  
For from the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, all sexual 
immorality, theft, lying, and slander. Matt. 15:8,18-19 NLT

Fix your thoughts on what is true, and honorable, and right, and pure, and 
lovely, and admirable. Think about things that are excellent and worthy of 
praise.  Phil. 4:8 NLT
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4. What is the cost?  Everything
But don’t begin until you count the cost. Or what king would go to war
against another king without first sitting down with his counselors to
discuss whether his army of 10,000 could defeat the 20,000 soldiers
marching against him?  And if he can’t, he will send a delegation to
discuss terms of peace while the enemy is still far away.  So you cannot
become my disciple without giving up everything you own. 
Lk. 14:28a, 31-33 NLT

5. How many seats are on the throne?  One
You must not make for yourself an idol of any kind or an image of
anything in the heavens or on the earth or in the sea.  You must not bow
down to them or worship them, for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous
God who will not tolerate your affection for any other gods.  
Ex. 20:4-5 NLT

You must worship no other gods, for the Lord, whose very name is
Jealous, is a God who is jealous about his relationship with you.
Ex. 34:14 NLT

The Lord your God is a devouring fire; he is a jealous God. 
Deut. 4:24 NLT

6. Whose battle is it?  God’s
We are human, but we don’t wage war as humans do.  We use God’s
mighty weapons, not worldly weapons, to knock down strongholds of
human reasoning and to destroy false arguments.  2 Cor. 10:3-4 NLT

Listen, all you people of Judah and Jerusalem!  This is what the Lord
says:  Do not be afraid!  Don’t be discouraged by this mighty army, for the
battle is not yours, but God’s.   2 Chron. 20:15 NLT

I don’t mean to say that I have already achieved these things or that I
have already reached perfection.  But I keep working toward that day
when I will finally be all that Christ Jesus saved me for and wants me to
be.   Phil. 3:12 NLT
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