
Causes of Family Pain... 

1. Deception
Then Jacob hurried on, finally arriving in the land of the east. Jacob went 
over to the shepherds and asked, “Where are you from, my friends?” “We 
are from Haran,” they answered.  After Jacob had stayed with Laban for 
about a month,  Laban said to him, “You shouldn’t work for me without 
pay just because we are relatives. Tell me how much your wages should 
be.”Now Laban had two daughters. The older daughter was named Leah, 
and the younger one was Rachel.  There was no sparkle in Leah’s eyes, 
but Rachel had a beautiful figure and a lovely face.  Since Jacob was in 
love with Rachel, he told her father, “I’ll work for you for seven years if 
you’ll give me Rachel, your younger daughter, as my wife.”“Agreed!” 
Laban replied. “I’d rather give her to you than to anyone else. Stay and 
work with me.”  So Jacob worked seven years to pay for Rachel. But his 
love for her was so strong that it seemed to him but a few days.
Gen. 29:1,4-6,9-14,15-20,25 NLT

5 Family Deceptions:

* financial       * infidelity!     *hide behind parent’s back

* lack of accountability       * true feelings

2. Jealousy
So Jacob slept with Rachel, too, and he loved her much more than Leah. 
He then stayed and worked for Laban the additional seven years. When 
the Lord saw that Leah was unloved, he enabled her to have children, but 
Rachel could not conceive.  So Leah became pregnant and gave birth to a 
son. She named him Reuben, for she said, “The Lord has noticed my 
misery, and now my husband will love me.”  Gen. 29:30-32 NLT
	      

Pt. 4  Family Crisis - 
Stop the Pain (101)



When Rachel saw that she wasn’t having any children for Jacob, she 
became jealous of her sister. She pleaded with Jacob, “Give me children, 
or I’ll die!”  Gen. 30:1 NLT

Then Jacob became furious with Rachel. “Am I God?” he asked. “He’s 
the one who has kept you from having children!” Then Rachel told him, 
“Take my maid, Bilhah, and sleep with her. She will bear children for me, 
and through her I can have a family, too.”  Gen. 30:2-3 NLT

Then God remembered Rachel’s plight and answered her prayers by 
enabling her to have children.  Gen. 30:22  NLT

3. Control
Soon after Rachel had given birth to Joseph, Jacob said to Laban, 
“Please release me so I can go home to my own country.”  
Gen. 30:25  NLT

Jacob began to notice a change in Laban’s attitude toward him. Then the 
Lord said to Jacob, “Return to the land of your father and grandfather and 
to your relatives there, and I will be with you.”  Gen. 31:2-3 NLT

Jacob outwitted Laban for they set out secretly and never told Laban they 
were leaving. So Jacob took all his possessions with him and crossed the 
Euphrates River, heading for the hill country of Gilead. Gen. 31:20-21 NLT

Laban caught up with Jacob as he was camped in the hill country of 
Gilead, and he set up his camp not far from Jacob’s.  “What do you mean 
by deceiving me like this?” Laban demanded. “How dare you drag my 
daughters away like prisoners of war?  Why did you slip away secretly? 
Why did you deceive me? And why didn’t you say you wanted to leave? I 
would have given you a farewell feast, with singing and music, 
accompanied by tambourines and harps.  Why didn’t you let me kiss my 
daughters and grandchildren and tell them good-bye? You have acted 
very foolishly!  Gen. 31:25-28 NLT

2 Things You Feel When Dealing With a Controlling Person...

Fear                     Guilt
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